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I have been interested in foreign
countries since I was an elementary
school student and wanted to study
abroad someday. The reason I
decided to study abroad in America
was because I thought I would be able
to learn authentic English on my first
overseas trip. Studying abroad was
not easy and required a lot of
preparation. Even during test periods,
I have to prepare for studying abroad;
getting on a plane to Tokyo for
orientation right after school and
submitting assignments every month
to keep up with English classes. Hard
as it has been, I want to enjoy this
year to the fullest.

It's been about two months since I
came to America. At first, I had a hard
time understanding the native
speakers because they spoke so fast,
and I felt mentally immature because
the students my age were too mature.
My family and I have traveled
overseas several times, but since I
was alone and there was no one
around me who could speak Japanese,
I was very nervous. Now that I'm used
to it, I can have conversations with my
teachers and friends without having
to translate. My host family and
schoolteachers have allowed me to
experience many things that I would
not be able to experience in Japan.
Although my own will is important, I
believe that I was able to study
abroad because of the support of my
family and teachers. It was hard to
prepare, but if you have the
opportunity to study abroad, I highly
recommend you give it a try!!
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